realised.
One of the Pope's most ardent supporters was the Empress Eleonora of Portugal, the wife of Frederick III, who in this same year 1459, on May 22, gave birth to her only son, Maximihan, in the ancient castle of Neustadt, in Carinthia, a few miles southeast of Vienna. So eager was his mother for the defence of Christendom against the Turks, that she wished her boy to be called Constantine, as an omen that he would drive back the overwhelming invasion of the infidel, and recover the fallen Empire of the East. But her wishes were overruled by her husband, who seven years before had narrowly escaped capture by his foes in the county of Cilly, and had then ascribed his safety to a dream in which St. Maximilian l warned him of his danger. In gratitude to his saintly patron, the Emperor could not do less than give his son the name of Maximilian.
If we are to believe tradition, the future greatness of the new-born babe was foretold by signs in the heavens; a fiery comet " such as is wont to herald the coming of a mighty prince, a sign of the future reign and the wonderful achievements of the child/' All this and much more is fully set forth in that marvellous book, the ^ Weisskiinig/' written in after years under the direction of the hero himself. He was bom in a time of trouble and strife, with warfare going on all around him in his childhood, for the Emperor was quite unable to keep his unruly vassals in order. His most serious foe was his brother
•  * Saints Bonosus and Maximilian, martyred in A.D, 360.ve frma thnr reign of terror. Ho it, \\m tiut thL aiua/iiig at!-venture came to an end !
